
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Sound … 

Key Vocabulary 

Sticky Knowledge 

Vocabulary  Definition  

vibration Vibration means quickly moving back and forth (or up and down)  Anther, stamen, pollen, ovary, stigma 
When a living organism creates a new organism in its likeness. 

pitch how high or low a sound is. The reason for something doing something e.g. the function of a 
root absorbs water and nutrients tp feed the plant and it anchors 
the plant to the ground. 

high pitched describes a high sound  

low pitched describes a low sound  

volume The volume of a sound is how loud or quiet the sound is. Seed dispersal allows plants to spread out from a wide area and 
avoid competing with one another for the same resources. 

decibel (dB)   a measure of the loudness of a sound The weather conditions in a certain area or across the globe. 
Climate change can be affected by humans. 

insulate to protect something from the transfer of heat,  
sound or electricity 

 

dependent 
variable 

What we will measure The surroundings or conditions a living thing operates in. 

independent 
variable 

What we will change The process of turning sunlight into energy by the leaves. 

controlled 
variable 

What we will keep the same The point at which a seed has swollen and split and sends out a 
root. 

 

 
 
How is sound measured? 
Sound volume is measured in 
decibels (dB).  
 A decibel is a measure of the 
loudness of sounds.  
A decibel meter can be used to 
measure the loudness of 
sounds. 

What is pitch? 

The pitch of a sound is how 

high or low the sound is. 

Sounds are affected by the 

size, length and thickness 

of the parts being played.   

What does the volume of 

sound tell us about the 

vibration? The louder the 

sound, the bigger the 

vibration.  The quieter the 

sound, the smaller the 

vibration. 

How do we hear sounds?  

 We hear sounds because 

an object vibrates. These 

vibrations then travel 

through the air (or another 

medium) to our ears. 

 
 
 

 

What is the function of the 

eardrum?The eardrum is a 

thin flap of skin that 

stretches tight like a drum 

and vibrates when sound 

hits it. 
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The Great Plague 
 

Useful websites 
 How sounds are detected 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82
/articles/z3d4g7h 

 

 

 

How do properties of 

materials affect sound?  

Some materials absorb sound 

and make good insulators e.g. 

rubber or foam. Some sounds 

bounce off surfaces 
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