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HOW DO WE TEACH READING?
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At Cedars School Primary, we believe that reading is the gateway to all learning and are passionate about ensuring all children become confident and enthusiastic readers. We value reading as a key life skill, one that lays the foundations for lifelong learning. We provide our pupils with a high-quality education in English that will teach them to speak, read and write fluently so that they can communicate effectively. We encourage and inspire all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live and to gain knowledge across the curriculum.  We aim to establish an appreciation and a love of reading and to develop pupils’ comprehension skills.
At Cedars Primary school, teaching and learning is based upon a language rich thematic curriculum where pupils are exposed to a range of experiences to enhance their knowledge, understanding and long term memory. As a result, pupils at Cedars are confident, aspirational, articulate learners who are ready for the next stage of education. Reading Intent: At Cedars Primary School we believe that all pupils can achieve in Reading, both for pleasure and in their comprehension and understanding. We do not put ceilings on what pupils can achieve and we do not hold pre-conceptions about any pupils’ ability to make progress. We believe through reading, pupils will have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. We feel that reading enable pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. Our intent is to: 
 Ensure pupils read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
 Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
 Acquire a wide vocabulary and understanding of the conventions of reading 
 Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
The process of recap, revisit and recall is embedded into the reading comprehension lessons, to ensure long-term retention of skills and information to aid pupils in later life and empower them for life beyond Cedars Primary School.
Special Educational Needs Disability (SEND) / Pupil Premium 
All children will have Quality First Teaching. Any children with identified SEND or in receipt of pupil premium funding may have work additional to and different from their peers in order to access the curriculum dependent upon their needs. As well as this, our school offers a demanding and varied curriculum, providing children with a range of opportunities in order for them to reach their full potential and consistently achieve highly from their starting points.
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Reading in Reception begins with phonics, from day one of starting school.  This then continues as children progress through Year 1 and 2.  At Willow, we use a consistent approach to teaching word reading through the Read, Write, Inc programme.  The main focus is to ensure that pupils can read accurately and fluently by the time they leave Year 2.  Pupils who are not on track or are making slow progress are targeted for Fast Track Tutoring.  Pupils in Key Stage Two who have not passed the Phonics Screening Check access Fresh Start interventions to ensure they become fluent, successful readers.
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As the children’s reading progresses, we work on developing a pupil’s vocabulary and comprehension skills, structured through our Whole Class Guided Reading sessions. In these sessions, our children are exposed to a wide variety of text extracts, with range of interesting themes such as “Time Travel”, “Awesome Men” and “Black History”. They spend dedicated time within every lesson on book talk discussion about high-quality extracts.  Within this, they explore a range of comprehension skills through the support of Serial Mash.  They also consolidate their reading skills through follow up activities, which they complete in their Reading Books.
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Pupils in Early Years and Key Stage One take home a familiar RWI book that has been read in class all week, plus a book bag book which is closely matched to their phonic ability.  These children also take home a picture/wordless book for pleasure, which can be shared with the whole family.  In Key Stage Two, children move onto our independent readers which are also levelled.  Through careful assessment, teachers select the most appropriate level for each child, ensuring that their reading is still fluent.  Pupils are also encouraged to choose a book from their class library to read for pleasure.  These books are also levelled, so that pupils can select a book appropriate for their age.  It is not expected that this book is read by the child; it could be a book that someone reads to them, as we value the importance of being read to, at whatever age!
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Every day, children across Year 1 to Year 6 take part in SQUIRT (Silent Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time)   time.  This is an opportunity for everyone to ‘Read independently’.  During this time, pupils can choose to read their fluency book or a book for pleasure.  Adults within the class, listen to pupils read on a one-to-one basis, paying particular attention to the lowest 20%.
Each week, we have reading volunteers in school from ‘Read With Me’.  Specific year groups are targeted to receive this support, ensuring that children who do not read often are heard on a regular basis, along with other members of the class.
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In order to encourage our pupils to be aware of a range of genres and authors story time takes place every day.  During this time, the teacher reads to class, with no interruptions.  This is purely to engage pupils in the enjoyment of literature!  These texts are age-appropriate and immerse our children into world’s similar (mirrors) and different (windows) to their own.  They also expose our pupils to a world of rich language.
We have reading displays in every classroom, which showcase the work that has taken place during ‘Reading Power’ lessons.  These working walls support pupils in their learning throughout the week and is a way of capturing the quality discussions that have taken place.
Our classroom libraries are well-organised, forward facing and include a range of high-quality texts linked to our curriculum and for pleasure.  You will find our author of the term and the books the class have looked at throughout the year, on display.  You will also discover which text they are reading currently in their story time session.
Each week, a pupil in our Early Years classes take home a story sack, which contains Bedtime Bear, a hot chocolate, Ted’s diary and a picture book from school.  In Early Years, you will also find quality books within many areas of the provision.
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