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	Early Years Curriculum Development


	Literacy - Early Reading


	Nursery


	Intention: For the nursery children, the focus is on developing and securing key skills and knowledge in the Prime Areas (pre reading behaviours - see progress sheets for the Prime Areas for more information) so they are able to successfully access the specific areas. The intention is to instill a love a rhymes, songs and stories by encouraging children to look at books, reading regularly to children and regularly singing songs and rhymes. 


	Implementation


	Autumn Term
· Children are exposed to a range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum. These books are read to them by a familiar adult.
· Children have daily access to age appropriate texts e.g. board books in the nursery room that they can share with an adult or look at independently.
· Children are exposed to a range of nursery rhymes and simple songs through activities such as ‘what’s in the box’.


	Spring Term
· Children will continue to be exposed to new texts through a book based curriculum and have opportunities to revisit familiar texts.
· Adults will encourage children to repeat words or name characters or objects in familiar texts.
· Children will continue to sing rhymes and songs and adults will encourage them to join in more with familiar songs and rhymes. Children will be encouraged to choose their favourite by selecting pictures or objects linked to the rhyme or song.


	Summer Term
· Children will continue to be exposed to new texts through a book based curriculum and have opportunities to revisit familiar texts, building on the range of books they already know.
· Children will be encouraged to repeat phrases from familiar stories and choose their favourite story.
· Children will continue to learn new rhymes and songs as well as building on their existing bank of rhymes and songs. Children will be encouraged to fill in missing words or phrases e.g ‘Humpty, Dumpty sat on a….’


	Impact: Children will have a bank of stories and songs that they can increasingly join in with (evidenced through informal observations, learning journeys, discussions with staff, pupil and parent voice). Children will have an interest in books. They will be able to choose ones they like, listen to them being read and say some words or phrases from the text.









 


	Preschool


	Intention: As with the nursery children, the focus is on developing and securing key skills and knowledge in the Prime Areas (pre reading behaviours - see progress sheets for the Prime Areas for more information) so they are able to successfully access the specific areas. The intention is to build on the stories and song bank for those children that attended nursery, and introduce a range of stories, rhymes and songs that are new to the setting. This should instill a love a rhymes, songs and stories that children will increasingly want to sing and retell.


	Implementation


	Autumn Term
· Children will extend their knowledge of rhymes and songs by joining in with the ones they know and learning new ones.
· Children are exposed to a range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills;
· listening to stories one to one and in small groups.
· joining in with repeated refrains in familiar stories, songs and rhymes.
· Showing an interest in illustrations when looking at books.
· Looking at books independently.
· Children will be introduced to story maps as a way to retell familiar stories.
· Children will be taught phase 1 phonics.


	Spring Term
· Children will continue to sing a range of rhymes and songs in order to develop their awareness of rhyme.
· Children are exposed to a range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills;
· Listening to stories with increasing attention and recall. Children will be able to remain focused for an increasing period of time and talk about some of the things from the story.
· Anticipating key events and phrases in familiar rhymes and stories.
· Using illustrations to talk about story settings, events and characters.
· Having an interest in print in the environment e.g when looking at books or in other areas of provision.
· Handling books carefully, initially with an adult then beginning to handle books carefully when looking at books on their own.
· Children will begin to retell familiar stories by using simple story maps with the support of an adult.
· Children will consolidate phase 1 phonics and begin phase 2 phonics if appropriate.


	Summer Term
· Children will continue to sing a range of rhymes and songs to develop their awareness of rhyme, rhythm, alliteration and repeated refrains.
· Children are exposed to a range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills,
· Beginning to be aware of the ways stories are structured (through the use of story maps and other visual prompts)
· Suggesting how a story might end.
· Recognising print, such as their name, and knowing print tells them information. 
· Knowing that in English print is read from top to bottom and left to right.
· Handling books carefully with increasing independence whilst holding them the correct way up and turning pages.
· Children will begin to retell familiar stories by using simple story maps with increasing independence.
· Children will continue phase 2 phonics, with a particular focus on recognising letter sounds.







	Reception


	Intention: As with the preschool children, the focus initially remains on developing and securing key skills and knowledge in the Prime Areas, (pre reading behaviours- see progress sheets for the Prime Areas for more information) particularly for children new to the setting or children who may not have attended preschool, so they are able to successfully access the specific areas. The focus will then shift onto developing skills and knowledge in the specific areas, with the intention of as many children as possible achieving the Early Learning Goal for Reading.


	Implementation


	Autumn Term
· Children will consolidate their awareness of rhyme, rhythm, alliteration and repeated refrains through singing a range of rhymes and songs, some familiar and some new.
· Children are exposed to a range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills;
· Beginning to understand that stories have a beginning, middle and end (using story maps or visual prompts for example) and using this to retell familiar stories.
· Suggesting different endings to a story.
· Recognising print such as their name, and an increasing range of familiar words (e.g tricky words, CVC words linked to the phonics teaching)
· Knowing that in English print is read from top to bottom and left to right.
· Beginning to track print, letters and words using their finger, resources such as lolly sticks or their eyes.
· Handling books carefully and holding books correctly with increasing independence, turning the pages with more control.
· Children will begin to retell familiar stories by using simple story maps and visual prompts with increasing independence.
· Those children who attended preschool will recap the sounds taught in preschool and new children will be introduced to phase 2 phonics. There will be a particular focus on blending and segmenting CVC words with the taught letter sounds.
· Children will begin to read age appropriate texts with the support of an adult.


	Spring Term
· Children will consolidate their awareness of rhyme, rhythm, alliteration and repeated refrains through singing a range of rhymes and songs, and begin to invent their own.
· Children are exposed to an increasing range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills;
· Beginning to understand that stories have a beginning, a middle that has a problem to be solved and an end and use this to retell familiar stories as well as beginning to start to tell their own (using story maps and visual prompts for example).
· Suggesting plausible endings to a story.
· Reading a range of print such as familiar words and blending and segmenting simple unfamiliar words. 
· Knowing that in English print is read from top to bottom and left to right.
· Tracking print, letters and words using their finger, resources such as lolly sticks or their eyes.
· Independently handling books carefully, turning pages whilst tracking print.
· Children will retell a wider range of familiar stories by using simple story maps or visual prompts with increasing independence.
· Children will consolidate phase 2 phonics and begin phase 3 phonics with a focus on reading captions and simple sentences that contain the letter sounds they have been taught They will also focus on understanding what they have read.
· Children will read age appropriate texts with increasing independence.


	Summer Term
· Children will use the knowledge of rhyme, rhythm, alliteration and repeated refrains they have gained to invent their own rhymes and songs.
· Children are exposed to an increasing range of stories and texts through the book based curriculum and through this develop the following skills;
· Understanding that stories have a beginning, a middle that has a problem to be solved and end. Children use this knowledge to invent their own stories including details of who, what, where and when.
· Accurately tracking print, letters and words, increasingly with their eyes to develop fluency.
· Reading a wider range of print such as simple sentences that they understand. 
· Retelling a wide range of familiar stories independently using story language.
· Children will independently be able to retell a range of familiar stories, with the support of prompts if needed.
·  Children will be taught phase3 and phase 4 phonics and use their phonic knowledge to accurately decode regular and common irregular words.
· Children will be able to read age appropriate texts mostly independently. 


	Exceeding
· Children will read with fluency, expression and with pace. They will understand what they have read.
· Children will read poly-syllabic words, including unfamiliar words.
· Children with use a range of strategies such as phonics, semantic and syntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulary.


	Impact; Children will leave Early Years with a bank of stories and songs that they can sing, retell and read independently. Children will have developed a love of books, and have some favourite stories. Children can apply their phonic knowledge to read familiar and unfamiliar words and sentences with understanding in readiness for year 1. All children have made progress and as many as possible have achieved the Early Learning Goal.
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