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Fortnite
It has come to our attention that some children at Cedars are regulary playing a game called ‘Fortnite’ at home.  
The NSPCC has issued a new warning about children playing games such as Fortnite online.
The game allows players to speak to each other using built-in voice and text chat, and they worry that strangers could use this functionality to contact kids whilst they are playing.
One in four children are estimated to have been contacted by someone they don't know through an online game and although voice chat can be switched off via the settings menu in Fornite, the text chat cannot.
What age rating is Fortnite?
Fortnite has a PEGI rating of 12, PEGI have said this is due to the: ‘frequent scenes of mild violence. It is not suitable for persons under 12 years of age’.  This PEGI rating only takes into account the content in the game and not the contact element, where players may be exposed to swearing and offensive language from strangers in voice or on-screen text chat.
What do I need to know?
You need to create an account
In order to play Fortnite you have to create an account. To create this account you need to provide an email address (which you will have to verify) and display/user name. However you are not asked your age in order to create an account.
You are playing against other players
As Fortnite is an online game you will play against players of different ages from across the world. You cannot turn this communication off or choose who you play against, meaning ANYONE can speak to your child whilst they are playing the game.  
You can make in game purchases
Although Battle Royale is free to play, other aspects of the game are not. There are packs which give you different access to the full game and extensions, bonuses and weapons. These start at £34.99 and go up to £119.99. The game does ask players to make additional in-game purchases whilst playing, though these are not required to play the game.
Our Advice
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a school, our advice is that Fortnite is inappropriate for the children at Cedars.  This is mainly due to the lack of security, where anyone can contact to your child whilst they are playing the game.  
Have an open and honest conversation with your child
It’s important to involve yourself in your child’s online life and a simple and effective way to this is by talking to them about their life online.  Try to maintain an open dialogue with your child and find opportunities to talk to them about what they love to do online. Parents can help children access the amazing resources the internet has to offer whilst keeping them safe online at the same time.  Asking your child about how they play Fortnite and what they like about it is a great way to start a conversation. Our conversation starters can help you to have this conversation.
image1.png
09\6’ Big \deqs

QG
\'@"'/—\

Primary School




image2.png
Minibe: x / G fortit

BATTLE

[ ROVALE

®visit < Share

Images may be subject to copyright

ue harr...html

% la
a . P
A AP O o





