
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The Digestive System … 

Key Vocabulary 

Sticky Knowledge 

Vocabulary  Definition  

Digestive system organs working together to break down food into smaller pieces Anther, stamen, pollen, ovary, stigma 
When a living organism creates a new organism in its likeness. 

teeth the hard structures in the mouth used to bite and  
chew through food 

 

plaque a sticky coating made by germs that can harm the teeth and gums.  The reason for something doing something e.g. the function of a 
root absorbs water and nutrients tp feed the plant and it anchors 
the plant to the ground. 

enamel 
 root 

the protective layer of a tooth 
the part of a tooth that holds it in place in the jaw 

Seed dispersal allows plants to spread out from a wide area and 
avoid competing with one another for the same resources. 

decay a process of a material breaking down The weather conditions in a certain area or across the globe. 
Climate change can be affected by humans. 

germs  tiny living things that cannot be seen by the human eye The surroundings or conditions a living thing operates in. 

  The process of turning sunlight into energy by the leaves. 

  The point at which a seed has swollen and split and sends out a 
root. 

 

 

What is the digestive 
system important? 

 The digestive system allows the 
body to take in nutrients from 
food as it passes through the 
body. 

  

How does the structure of 
teeth affect diet? 
Carnivores have long, sharp teeth 
to help them with ripping and 
tearing through meat.  Herbivores 
have large, flat teeth to grind and 
chew through grasses and plants. 
Omnivores have a combination of 
sharp and flat teeth, allowing them 
to tear through meat and grind 
plants. 
 What is the process of 

digestion? Digestion is the 
breaking down of larger pieces of food 
into smaller pieces so the body can 
use it for energy. The digestion 
process begins when food is bitten by 
the teeth. • Saliva turns smaller pieces 
of food into a more liquid substance 
so it travels smoothly down the 
oesophagus to the stomach. • The 
stomach churns the food, and adds 
acid to break it down further before 
the partially digested food passes to 
the small intestine. • The small 
intestine absorbs nutrients from the 
food and passes the remaining food to 
the large intestine. • The large 
intestine absorbs water from the 
remaining food, and then passes the 
remaining waste to the rectum. 

. 

How do germs effect tooth 
enamel? The human mouth is 
full of different germs which feed 
on sugar in the mouth and can 
cause plaque to build up. • If 
plaque is not removed from the 
teeth, it can cause the enamel 
layer to rot away, exposing the 
sensitive layers underneath. 

. How can we look after our 
teeth? 
We can look after our teeth by 
brushing them twice a day, reducing 
our sugar intake and visiting the 
dentist regularly. 
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Useful websites 
 The digestive system 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcyycd
m/articles/z8bntrd  
  
 

Primary consumer 

Science William Beaumont was 
a U.S. army surgeon, 
the first person to 
observe and study 
human digestion as it 
occurs in the stomach. 


